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Dear friends,  

As I write this, we are 

finishing up our winter of 

near record breaking cold 

temperatures and are 

flirting with spring, which 

keeps trying to begin, but 

has only lured our bee 

colonies into a false 

sense of security, before 

the temperatures dive 

once again below freez-

ing. If your hives were 

strong and well provi-

sioned heading into win-

ter, the long winter should 

not be an issue for them. 

But, if you are like me, 

even though I did my fall 

requeening, conducted a 

November mite check 

and subsequent treat-

ment, ventilated the hive, 

and ensured plenty of 

food stores for the winter, 

I can't help but worry if 

my colonies will actually 

make it through to the 

spring. (I’ve lost 4 of 10 at 

this writing).  

Despite these concerns, 

winter is supposed to 

bring a bit of a break for 

us beekeepers, allowing 

us to spend our spare 

time painting and mend-

ing equipment, catching 

up on unread issues of 

American Bee Journal 

and Bee Culture, and 

planning how many nucs 

we will be able to pro-

duce come spring. But 

now, with the introduction 

of technology into bee-

keeping, we can monitor 

our hives' weights, hu-

midity and temperatures 

hourly and remotely with 

tools such as Brood 

Minder and watch our 

clusters move throughout 

the hive with thermal 

cameras. Technology has 

changed the art of bee-

keeping into a true sci-

ence! Now I worry if the 

cluster is too small, too 

high, too quiet, etc. There 

is no rest for the weary! 

As I reflect on what is on 

the horizon for VSBA and 

beekeeping in the Com-

monwealth, I am im-

pressed and humbled by 

what is in store for us. 

First up is the VSBA 

Spring Meeting that will 

be held 15-16 June in 

Roanoke, at Roanoke 

College, hosted by the 

Blue Ridge Beekeepers 

and Botetourt  Beekeep-

ers Associations. We will 

be celebrating the 100-

year anniversary of our 

club - one of the oldest 

beekeeping organizations 

in the country! We have 

some great speakers 

lined up and commemo-

rative 100th anniversary 

T-shirts and ball caps, so 

be sure to mark your cal-

endars and attend. Reg-

istration and lodging for-

mation is posted to the 

website.   

Our most exciting an-

nouncement is that 

Hampton Roads, Virginia 

is the site of the 2018 

Eastern Apicultural Soci-

ety (EAS) Annual Short 

Course and Summer 

Conference, "Where It All 

Began," August 13-17, 

2018. This is a tremen-

dous opportunity to show 

 

 Save the Dates! 

June 15 & 16, 2018 

VSBA Spring Meeting 

Roanoke, VA 

August 13 - 17, 2018  

EAS 2018 in  

Hampton Virginia 

Nov. 3, 2018 

VSBA Fall Meeting 

Weyers Cave, VA 

View from the President 
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Martha Kiene  



 

 

off the Commonwealth and demon-

strate our beekeeping pride to the 

rest of the country! Please visit the 

website: 

http://www.easternapiculture.org for 

details and registration. The venue is 

superb - the hotel and the conference 

are under the same roof and the price 

is right. We humbly request that you 

register for the hotel via the EAS web-

site in order to get the correct dis-

counts and credits for EAS. We need 

plenty of volunteers, so please visit 

the website to sign up – reduced rates 

are available for those who volunteer 

their time to support this great event.  

Our membership voted on a new 

VSBA logo (thanks to Karla Eisen for 

leading this effort) and speaking of 

new, I am so pleased to announce 

the formation of Virginia’s newest 

beekeeping club, the Virginia Tech 

Beekeepers. The club will work 

closely with our own Dr. James Wil-

son and the VT Entomology Depart-

ment utilizing the latest technology 

and research to promote honeybee 

health and sustainability  

With a hello, there is always a good-

bye. Lannie Ballard, our long serving 

Legislative Liaison, who for years 

(Continued from page 1) 

kept his eyes and ears trained on 

the Virginia Assembly, ready to 

alert us to any pending pollinator 

and beekeeping legislation that 

would affect our honeybees, has 

decided to step down. We thank 

Lannie for his many dedicated 

years of service to Virginia bee-

keeping. We also say goodbye to 

Bob Wellemeyer, VDACS Apiary 

Inspector Extraordinaire, retiring 

after 30 years of government ser-

vice. If you were fortunate enough 

to have Bob inspect your apiary, 

you were treated to a professional, 

colorful and instructive experience 

you weren’t likely to forget. Bob has 

retired from state service but is try-

ing his hand as a professional bee-

keeper. We wish both gentlemen 

the best of luck and many thanks 

for so many wonderful, dedicated 

years of service. 

Lastly, it is re-election time at VSBA 

and we will hold elections at the 

June meeting. All of the officer posi-

tions, save Treasurer, (Bless you 

Ian Henry!) are open and we are 

seeking candidates. I ask you to 

consider a leadership position in the 

club. If you are interested in serv-

ing, please contact me or any of the 
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other board members or the nomi-

nating committee: Ronnie Bolton at 

wu4g@comcast.net and Mike Ko-

stelac at Mikekostelac@gmail.com. 

 Our club runs on a great volunteer-

ism spirit with many extremely dedi-

cated individuals contributing, but 

we can always use more help. 

Please consider volunteering your 

time to support this great organiza-

tion. We have many opportunities to 

serve – there are several commit-

tees we want to form (Publicity / 

Marketing, Merchandise, Historian 

and Outreach are just a few) and 

many efforts that we want to under-

take to better serve the members, 

but we need help - many hands 

make less work. 

2018 is an historic year for Virginia 

as we celebrate 100 years for 

VSBA - and a very busy year for us. 

Please consider volunteering your 

time to support one or more of the 

exciting upcoming events. Good 

luck with your spring beekeeping 

activities and I look forward to see-

ing you at some (or all) of the 

events. 

Bee Well,  

Martha Kiene, VSBA President 

Planning for EAS 2018 in Virginia is 

well underway and the program is 

exciting! We have over 60 confirmed 

speakers, and are expecting 600 at-

tendees from the 26 member states 

and Canadian provinces, in addition 

to travelers from the United Kingdom, 

Ireland, New Zealand and Australia. 

Providing refreshments for that many 

people is a daunting and expensive 

challenge. 

Two local Virginia beekeeping clubs 

have pledged $500 each to sponsor 

a conference break. EAS 2018 offers 

multiple sponsorship packages on a 

first come, first served, basis and 

includes opportunities to sponsor 

specific conference items such as 

lunches and breaks. 

 We also welcome tailoring a cus-

tom sponsor package based on 

your ideas.  The full sponsor/vendor 

prospectus is available on the EAS 

website at:  

http://easternapiculture.org/

conferences/eas-2018/2018-vendor

-sponsor-registration.html 

Local beekeeping associations and 

other small businesses are encour-

aged to join in on the EAS Short 

Course and Conference Break 

Challenge.  Sponsors will be recog-

nized in the EAS program guide, on 

the EAS website and in slides dur-

ing the conference.  Thank you for 

your consideration and support – 

we hope with your help 

we can demonstrate 

the hospitality for 

which Virginia is 

known! 

EAS Sponsor Challenge  

http://www.easternapiculture.org/
http://easternapiculture.org/conferences/eas-2018/2018-vendor-sponsor-registration.html
http://easternapiculture.org/conferences/eas-2018/2018-vendor-sponsor-registration.html
http://easternapiculture.org/conferences/eas-2018/2018-vendor-sponsor-registration.html


 

 

Beekeepers reported colony losses 

early and throughout the winter. The 

results from the annual Colony Loss 

and Hive Management Survey are 

expected to be higher this year. Many 

have speculated the fluctuating 

weather was the cause for the high 

losses. Temperatures in February 

were above normal, followed by be-

low normal temperatures in March 

with several Nor’easters bringing 

freezing temperatures and snowfall.  

The start of April has been much like 

March. Such conditions place a high 

degree of stress on honeybee colo-

nies. Under normal conditions, colo-

nies can withstand such fluctuations 

in weather conditions. However, this 

year was far from normal for reasons 

other than late winter temperature 

drop and snowfall. Smaller, less con-

spicuous causes were the reason for 

the high colony losses.  

Over the past seven years, samples 

from beehives in Virginia were ana-

lyzed for mites, Nosema, viruses, and 

other pests and diseases of honey-

bees. Consistently high Varroa mite 

counts were observed during the 

sampling, particularly late season 

with average mite loads of 11.75 

mites/100 bees (see chart). Testing 

of colonies between September 2017 

into April 2018 found 54% of colonies 

with mite loads greater than 6 mites 

per 100 bee, 30% with 12 or more 

mites/100 bees. In addition, late fall 

and early winter found high Nosema 

counts in sampled bees. These two 

maladies are known to shorten work-

er bee longevity and diminish cluster 

sizes earlier in the winter season.  

Subsequent loss of contact with hon-

ey stores when colder than normal 

temperatures occur in late winter re-

sult in starvation and freezing of clus-

tering bees. In the end, poor health 

of worker bees results in losses 

when adverse winter weather con-

ditions occur. 

Unfortunately, many beekeepers 

are unaware of the mite levels in 

their hives. Worse, beekeepers of-

ten admit to a lack of knowing how 

to test for mites in their hives. In 

response to this and concerns re-

garding the impact of mites on hon-

ey bee health, apiary inspectors are 

including apiary sampling for mites 

with beekeeper inspections. In addi-

tion, inspectors will discuss the sea-

sonal threshold levels for mites. 

The purpose of this is twofold. First, 

beekeepers will be given hard num-

bers on mite loads at the time of 

inspection. They will have an oppor-

tunity to discuss the interaction of 

Varroa and honey bee reproduction 

and the consequences of mites ex-

ceeding economic threshold. Sec-

ond, beekeepers will participate in a 

demonstration of the shake method 

for mite sampling. Options in the 

shake method and sticky boards 
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can also be discussed. 

Last fall the first annual Mite-a-Thon 

was held in an effort to collect nation-

al mite data and increase beekeeper 

awareness to mite issues. Local as-

sociations hold field days to demon-

strate mite sampling methods. 

Awareness of what problems your 

bees face is half of the problem.  

Knowing how to respond to a prob-

lem is the next hurdle beekeepers 

face. Use of an integrated pest 

management (IPM) approach is 

encouraged to suppress problems 

with mites and other pests, as well 

as diseases, of your bees. Regular 

requeening with subsequent break 

in brood can help slow Varroa mite 

population buildup. Rotating out old 

comb reduces problems from dis-

eases such as foulbrood and Nose-

ma. Selection of genetically re-

sistant stock will reduce pest and 

disease concerns. And, while not 

everyone may agree, drugs and 

pesticides are a part of IPM when 

other measures are overwhelmed.  

State Apiarist’s Report By Keith Tignor, Virginia State Apiarist 

Varroa mite load in Virginia hives during October  
(National Honey Bee Survey) 
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and raising local queens in the UK.  

Select specialty workshops include 

ten years of keeping the White 

House bees with Charlie Brandts, 

issues in urban beekeeping, and 

teaching bees to children, to name 

a few. We are fortunate to have 

workshop presentations by many 

stellar women in beekeeping also 

holding PhD’s including Dr. Jennifer 

Tsuruda of South Carolina, Dr. 

Kirstin Traynor, Dr. Debbie 

Delaney, Dr. Lilia DeGuzman and 

Dr. Maggie Covuillon. Sam Ramsey 

will do double duty as a speaker 

and entertainment at the Friday 

night banquet, Kim Flottom will 

make a return appearance along 

with our friend Mike Palmer, and all 

of the keynote speakers will also 

present several afternoon workshop 

sessions throughout the confer-

ence. Apiary sessions include find-

ing queens, testing for hygienic be-

havior, testing for varroa, managing 

small hive beetle, and top bar hives. 

The two day EAS short course pre-

cedes the main conference.  There 

are several specialty tracks includ-

ing Electronic Colony Monitoring on 

Monday (organized by Dr. Frank 

Linton), Bees as Business 

(organized by Freddy Proni), and 

Excellence in Honey and Hive 

Products (organized by George Wil-

son and myself).  EAS is fortunate 

to host the Russian Queen Breed-

ers Association for their annual 

meeting on Monday and several 

members agreed to stick around to 

run the queen rearing track 

(organized by Dan Conlon) on 

Tuesday including Virginia’s own 

Chris Hewitt.  A beginner and inter-

mediate track coordinated by Keith 

Tignor, our Virginia State Apiarist 

and the Virginia Tech’s Extension 

Apiculturist Dr. James Wilson will be 

offered on both days in the short 

course as well as many apiary ses-

sions.  At last count, the Short 

Course includes ten EAS Master 

Beekeepers (including the EAS 

Chairwoman!), two more who ob-

tained Master Beekeeper Certifica-

tions from GA and Montana, 5 State 

Apiarists or Bee Inspectors, and sev-

eral PhD’s. All I can say is WOW! 

I have been humbled and honored to 

serve at the Program Chair for EAS 

and to represent Virginia.  It’s a time 

when you learn once again who your 

friends truly are and to cash in nearly 

every card in your deck. Sometimes 

you wonder if you will have anything 

left to trade at all afterwards! I am 

profoundly grateful to all who are 

participating in this educational en-

deavor.   It’s a labor of love, but I 

hear it is all worth it. I look forward to 

sharing a tremendous program with 

all of you later this summer.  

 Karla Eisen  

An Overview of the EAS 

Conference Program and 

Short Course 

Time is quickly approaching for EAS 

2018 which will once again be filled 

with dynamic speakers and sessions 

including several from Virginia!  As 

Virginia has not been a host to EAS in 

over 20 years, we have endeavored 

to provide a palpable Southern influ-

ence as well as a taste of international 

diversity in the program.  As keynote 

speakers we welcome Dr. Jamie Ellis 

and Dr. Juliana Rangel, along with 

Randy Oliver and two special guests 

from “over the pond”: Michael Young, 

MBE and Celia Davis, NDB.The key-

note ballroom stage will also be 

graced by Virginia’s own Dr. Wyatt 

Mangum, who promises a rare and 

exciting historical talk complete with 

photos and possibly display items of 

Beekeeping before Bee Space! 

The Roger Morse awardee this year is 

Jon Zawislak, a familiar and dynamic 

EAS favorite. Dr. Olav Rueppell, origi-

nally from Germany and now at the 

University of North Carolina is the J. 

Hambleton Award winner for excel-

lence in apicultural research. 

There will be six, yes count them six 

tracks in the conference plus apiary 

sessions.  We hope to minimize over-

flowing rooms with the amount of 

workshop offerings.  A sample of con-

ference session themes include 

breeding queens for varroa re-

sistance, an afternoon highlighting the 

work at our very own, Virginia Tech 

(did you know that Dr. Rick Fell orga-

nized one of the first master beekeep-

ing exams for Roger Morse?), and 

beekeeping internationally, including 

stingless bees in the Amazon, the 

Manuka honey story in New Zealand, 

EAS State Director’s Report 
Karla Eisen, EAS VA State Director, EAS 2018 Program Chair  

 

Fumagilin-B  
to be Discontinued 

Medivet Pharmaceuticals, the dis-

tributor of Fumagilin-B, has an-

nounced that they will suspend oper-

ations as soon as their current stock 

is exhausted. The sole supplier of 

the raw material has announced 

they will no longer produce the ac-

tive ingredient, fumagilline dch. Fum-

agilin B has been a staple of the 

beekeeping industry for many dec-

ades for the treatment of Nosema 

diseases. Medivet estimates current 

supply to run out sometime in June, 

at which time they will suspend oper-

ations and close their facilities.  



 

 

beekeeper camaraderie in an area 

known for its historical, cultural, and 

recreational attractions.  

For you the beekeeper: Over 60 

speakers addressing introductory to 

advanced topics including Bees as 

Business, Queen Rearing, Electronic 

Hive Monitoring, and Excellence in 

Honey and Hive Products. Hear from 

beekeeping’s best and brightest re-

searchers as they share their recent 

discoveries, some not yet published. 

This year’s apiary will include both 

Langstroth and Top Bar Hives for 

demonstration purposes. Presenta-

tions are open to all attendees, no 

matter your experience level. 

For your family: A full-day field trip to 

Jamestown to include a guided tour 

of the recreated Jamestown settle-

ment and glassworks plus an addi-

tional tour of the Jamestown archeo-

logical dig.  Or a partial day at the 

Virginia Air and Space Museum with 

over 30 historic aircraft, a hands

-on space exploration gallery 

and unique space flight artifacts 

including a three billion year old 

moon rock, the Apollo 12 Com-

mand Module and the Orion PA-

1 Test Vehicle. 

Family and friends are welcome 

to participate in all the EAS so-

cial events. Enjoy an evening 

sampling craft beer featuring 

honey from onsite hives at St. 
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Hello Fellow 

   Beekeepers! 

In 2014, while presi-

dent of the Virginia 

State Beekeepers 

Association, I received an email from 

the Hampton Convention and Visitor’s 

Bureau titled, “We Want Bees”. Think-

ing it might be a request to place bees 

in a commercial setting, I opened the 

email to discover an invitation to con-

sider Hampton for a beekeeping con-

ference.  At the time, Virginia was also 

considering an offer to host EAS 2018. 

After an exhaustive search of the 

state, the EAS site search committee 

concluded that the Hampton Roads 

Convention Center would best fit our 

needs.  And Hampton would get their 

bees.  

Now I am extending to you an invita-

tion to join us in Hampton for the 2018 

Eastern Apicultural Society’s Short 

Course and Conference on August 13-

17, 2018. We have been working hard 

on the conference to ensure we have 

much for not only you the beekeeper, 

but also for your family, should they 

accompany you. Please consider tak-

ing a few vacation days to join us for a 

summer holiday full of  

                          

 

George Brewing Company.  

Or screen the beautiful film, Queen 

of the Sun, which explores the inter-

dependency of plants, bees, and 

animals on our planet. Perhaps a 

Beekeeper Beach Bash 

with a cookout is more your speed?  

Anyone with a ticket can spend the 

day of the event on the beach or 

poolside at the Tiki bar enjoying 

all that the Paradise Ocean Club  

has to offer. 

Hopefully, this brief description of 

what we have planned has piqued 

your curiosity. Or perhaps started a 

discussion of how your family could 

enjoy a summer vacation in Hamp-

ton while you attend Bee Camp a/k/a 

EAS 2018. Please keep checking 

the EAS website as we add more 

information about EAS 2018 and I 

hope to see you in August 

“Where It All Began”!  

Sincerely, 

Pam Fisher, 

President 

Eastern Apicultural Society 

of North America  

 

EAS President’s Report; Spring, 2018.  
Pam Fisher, EAS President  

Experience Outer Space at the 

 VA Air & Space Museum 



 

 

As the state’s lead agency for pesti-

cide regulation, the Virginia Depart-

ment of Agriculture and Consumer 

Services (VDACS), in cooperation 

with agency stakeholders, developed 

Virginia’s Voluntary Plan to Mitigate 

the Risk of Pesticides to Managed 

Pollinators. VDACS’ Plan is a volun-

tary, proactive approach that focuses 

on enhanced communication and 

coordination between agricultural 

producers, landowners, pesticide 

applicators and beekeepers as a 

means to protect pollinators.  

To facilitate communication be-

tween beekeepers and agricultural 

producers and pesticide applicators 

VDACS has acquired BeeCheck™, 

Apiary Registry by FieldWatch®, an 

on-line system for mapping apiary 

locations and providing beekeeper 

contact information. Participation is 

free and voluntary. Hobbyist and 

commercial beekeepers are encour-

aged to use BeeCheck™ to provide 

contact information to agricultural, 

commercial and government pesti-

cide users for notification when pes-

ticides are to be used near their bee-

hives. Enrollment in BeeCheck™ is 

monitored by data stewards at 

VDACS. 

Enrollment and access to the online 

system is at https://va.beecheck.org. 

To enroll in BeeCheck™ a current 

and active email address is needed 

or assistance from someone with an 

email address to create a login and 
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Telling The Bees submitted by Pam Fisher 

password. Beekeepers can choose 

to display apiary locations on the 

public map site or limit access to 

agricultural producers and pesticide 

applicators. Once enrolled in 

BeeCheck™ participants may pur-

chase signs and other items from 

FieldWatch® to help identify the lo-

cations of their beehives. 

For more information on 

BeeCheck™ and the Voluntary Plan 

to Mitigate the Risk of Pesticides to 

Managed Pollinators visit the Bee-

keeping and Apiary Inspection 

webpage at http://

www.vdacs.virginia.gov/plant-

industry-services-beekeeping-apiary

-inspection.shtml  

BeeCheckTM 

Delegate and Senator Harry Blevins, 

who served in the General Assembly 

for 15 years, died from complications 

of Alzheimer’s at age 82.  

Blevins was born in Elk Park, North 

Carolina, and later moved to Eliza-

beth City where he met his wife Mar-

gie. Blevins began his career as a 

Shop teacher in 1957 at Great 

Bridge High School in Chesapeake 

where he also coached the basket-

ball and junior varsity football teams. 

He went on to serve as principal 

there for more than 20 years. 

Known for his soft-spoken bipartisan 

approach to governing, Blevins was 

more often described as a states-

man and a gentleman rather than a 

politician.  His easy-going style 

helped to effectively pass legislation 

with copatrons from both political 

parties. Blevins served in the House 

of Delegates from 1997 to 2001 and 

in the state Senate from 2001 to 

2013.  Blevins represented the 78
th
 

district in the House of Delegates 

and then Chesapeake, Virginia 

Beach, Isle of Wight, Southampton, 

Franklin, Portsmouth and Suffolk in 

the Senate.  

Beekeepers remember Blevins as 

their advocate in the General As-

sembly.  He was the patron of the 

first proposed legislation to provide 

small-scale beekeepers with relief 

from fees and regulations governing 

home extraction and sale of honey. 

Blevins also introduced legislation 

supporting beekeepers based on the 

2006 report, Plight of the Virginia 

Beekeeper. His bills led to funding 

for workshops across the state in 

queen rearing and honey bee pest 

and disease management as well as 

the seed money to start the Virginia 

Master Beekeeper Program. Senator 

Blevins will be fondly remembered 

by his many students in the commu-

nity, his constituents in Hampton 

Roads, and by the beekeepers 

across the commonwealth who ben-

efited from his legislation. 

https://va.beecheck.org/
https://va.beecheck.org/
https://va.beecheck.org
https://va.beecheck.org/
http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/plant-industry-services-beekeeping-apiary-inspection.shtml
http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/plant-industry-services-beekeeping-apiary-inspection.shtml
http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/plant-industry-services-beekeeping-apiary-inspection.shtml
http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/plant-industry-services-beekeeping-apiary-inspection.shtml
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Many pollinators are in peril and the 

time is now to replenish pollinator 

habitat on the landscape where it 

matters most. This is why The Bee & 

Butterfly Habitat Fund (BBHF) 

formed with leadership and support 

from Project Apis m., key stakehold-

ers, and the beekeeping industry. 

The growing sense of urgency about 

honey bee health and monarch but-

terfly populations has created a 

unique ‘Moment in Time’ when a 

broad collection of supporters have 

come together to support pollinator 

habitat efforts and make a differ-

ence. 

Apply Today!  

This year, the BBHF expanded ef-

forts with a new habitat program 

called Seed A Legacy. The program 

is providing free, or deeply discount-

ed, pollinator seed mixes to projects 

in 11 key states of the Midwest and 

Great Plains. The program is cur-

rently open to private, public and 

corporate lands for projects that will 

be established this spring. Applica-

tions received after March 31
st 

using 

the online application at http://

beeandbutterflyfund.org/habitat-

programs/seed-a-legacy-

program will be considered 

for projects in the fall of 2018. 

Different by Design  

The Seed A Legacy program is 

unique in how it strategically designs 

and delivers pollinator habitat bene-

fits. Seed mixtures provide four key 

objectives: 1) Increased pollinator 

benefits, 2) Cost-effective, 3) Estab-

lish quickly, and 4) Provide improved 

early weed competition values. 

These objectives are delivered in all 

BBHF projects and referred to as 

‘NextGen Habitat Projects’. 

In addition, each BBHF project is 

established with two different seed 

mixtures: a ‘Honey Bee’ seed mix-

thing we can all agree to act upon. 

Our Moment in Time 

We are committed to inviting all 

stakeholders to the table to make a 

difference. The urgency to get high-

quality pollinator habitat on the land-

scape has never been greater and 

we need everyone possible to sup-

port planting habitat back into the 

landscape. Join us! 

For more information about the 

BBHF and its habitat programs, 

please contact the BBHF 

at info@beeandbutterflyfund.org or 

call 800-407-5337.  

Make this the ‘Moment in Time’ 

that you get involved! 

 From Project Apis m. (PAm) 

 

New Foundation  
for Food and Ag  
Research Award  

Congratulations to Virginia Tech's 

Margaret Couvillon, Ph.D., Virginia 

Polytechnic Institute and State Uni-

versity, on her new grant award. She 

is examining pollinator behavior in 

different landscapes to determine 

where and when planting supple-

mental forage could have the most 

positive effect on pollinator nutrition 

with a $614,067 FFAR grant.  

The Foundation for Food and Agri-

culture Research, a nonprofit estab-

lished through bipartisan congres-

sional support in the 2014 Farm Bill, 

today announced 16 grants totaling 

$7 million for research to address 

declining pollinator health. The 

FFAR awards are matched by more 

than 50 companies, universities, 

organizations and individuals for a 

total investment of $14.3 million to-

ward research and technology. 

ture and a ‘Monarch Butterfly’ seed 

mixture. The Honey Bee seed mix-

ture is comprised of a combination of 

legume species (like clover and alfal-

fa) that honey bees evolved and 

adapted to. Those legume species 

are preferred by honey bees and 

contribute greatly to their overall 

health and honey production. The 

Monarch Butterfly seed mixture is 

comprised of the many native wild-

flower species that are crucial for the 

life cycle and health of a broad range 

of native pollinator species. While 

most pollinator use and benefit from 

both of these seed mixtures, they 

establish very differently because of 

their design and components. 

The value of BBHF habitat projects 

and the seed mixtures used are cur-

rently being evaluated in three re-

search projects that are documenting 

the ability to deliver on the four key 

objectives. Early research results are 

documenting that BBHF seed mix-

tures have significantly increased 

pollinator value over other pollinator 

conservation programs that BBHF 

projects were compared with.  

Just like our habitat solutions, our 

supporters are diverse! The BBHF 

delivers its habitat goals with a ‘Big 

Tent’ approach, bringing together a 

very broad range of interests and 

groups that are working to benefit 

pollinator species. That support in-

cludes diverse groups like commer-

cial beekeepers, crop commodity 

organizations, agricultural industry, 

wildlife conservation groups, honey 

packers, conservationists, public 

entities, beekeeping supply compa-

nies and others. In many cases, the 

groups and interests working collec-

tively through the BBHF might not 

collaborate or view themselves as 

partners in any other way. But, re-

storing pollinator habitat is some-

Seed a Legacy:  
The Bee & Butterfly Habitat Fund 

https://projectapism.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a5ff5b62ff44b9a43a685dbf9&id=f857685c3e&e=2e0f62051e
https://projectapism.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a5ff5b62ff44b9a43a685dbf9&id=f857685c3e&e=2e0f62051e
https://projectapism.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a5ff5b62ff44b9a43a685dbf9&id=f857685c3e&e=2e0f62051e
https://projectapism.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a5ff5b62ff44b9a43a685dbf9&id=f857685c3e&e=2e0f62051e
mailto:info@beeandbutterflyfund.org
about:blank
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VSBA 100th Anniversary Proclamation 
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Come celebrate VSBA’s 100
th
 anni-

versary with us, June 15
th
 and 16

th
 at 

Roanoke College in Salem, VA, 

hosted by Blue Ridge Beekeepers 

Association and Botetourt Beekeep-

er Association. 

The presentation scheduled: 

Dr. Dewey M. Caron is Emeritus 

Professor of Entomology & Wildlife 

Ecology, Univ. of Delaware, & Affili-

ate Professor, Dept Horticulture, 

Oregon State University. Dr. Caron 

will present "What the Bees Are 

Saying" and "Bee MD - The 5Ps" 

Dr. Thomas D. Seeley, biologist 

and writer, is a professor in the De-

partment of Neurobiology and Be-

havior at Cornell University. Dr. See-

ley will present, "Darwinian Bee-

keeping" or how to harmonize our 

beekeeping methods with the natural 

history of Apis mellifera. Dr. Seeley's 

second presentation will be “The 

Bee Colony as a Honey Factory" 

exploring how a colony of honey 

bees operates as a factory that pro-

duces honey efficiently despite tre-

mendous day-to-day swings in the 

supply of nectar, the raw material for 

making honey. And you don’t want 

to miss Dr. Seeley's workshop, “The 

Craft of Bee Hunting" which explains 

bee hunting-locating wild colonies of 

honey bees-one of the most fasci-

nating games in the world. 

Dr. Kirsten S. Traynor, editor of 

American Bee Journal and published 

author, will present "Simple, Smart 

Beekeeping" a method of keeping 

healthy hives in an easy, carefree 

way so you enjoy your beekeeping. 

"Two Million Blossoms: Honey for 

your Health" is not only the title of 

Dr. Traynor's book, it's a presenta-

tion on using honey to treat myriad 

health issues. Don't miss Dr. Tray-

nor's workshop, "The Complex Web 

of Colony Decline: What’s Killing the 

+tax and a 2 queen bed suite for 

$114.99 per night +tax. Hot break-

fast included. You must mention Vir-

ginia State Beekeepers Association 

for the group rate.  The group con-

tract expires Wednesday, May 23, 

2018.    

Roanoke College Dorm Rooms - 

$42 per day per person including 

breakfast. Registration for the dorms 

must be made by June 3, 2018 

through the mail-in registration or 

online at Brown paper tickets website.  

As with all locations, there is an oc-

cupancy capacity so we advise that 

you pre-register if possible. 

See you there to celebrate with us! 

Deb Parker, VSBA Meeting Chair 

Bees" explaining how changing 

landscapes, modern agriculture, cli-

mate change and globalization all 

play a role in pollinator decline and 

what we can do to help. 

Jessica Kern - a neuromuscular 

therapist who teaches body mechan-

ics for improved health and for injury 

prevention will present "Hive Mainte-

nance as an Athletic Event".  

VDACS will introduce 

BeeCheck™, a mapping tool pro-

vided by the Commonwealth of Vir-

ginia to enhance communication 

between beekeepers and pesticide 

applicators. 

Registration: 

Opens at 12 noon on Friday, June 

15
th
 with the meeting beginning at 1 

pm.  Registration re-opens on Satur-

day morning at 8:00 am. The meeting 

will begin at 8:45am. There will be 

speaker presentations, a business 

meeting with elections, the State Api-

arist’s Report and an update on the 

Master Beekeeper Program.  See 

agenda within newsletter for presen-

tation and workshop times and dates. 

We are offering a buffet style dinner 

Friday evening for $12 per person 

followed by the Master Beekeepers 

Program awards, door prizes, and the 

100
th
 anniversary celebration with 

Dewey Caron speaking and more! 

A buffet style lunch is available for 

$10 on Saturday. Lunch and dinner 

must be purchased at registration. 

Both lunch and dinner buffets will 

consist of a hot entrée, sandwich 

bar, salad bar, vegetarian options 

and a dessert bar. 

Group hotel rates are available at: 

Comfort Suites, 100 Wildwod 

Road, Salem, VA 24153, (2.5 miles 

from venue) 540-389-7171 has a 1 

king bed suite for $119.99 per night 

VSBA 100
th

 Anniversary Summer Meeting 
June 15 & 16, 2018, Roanoke College, 305 Campus Lane, Salem, Virginia 24153 

L.L. Langstroth Award 

The L.L. Lang-

stroth Award 

for Advance-

ment and Pro-

motion of  Bee-

keeping is 

awarded each 

year at the 

VSBA Fall Meeting. 2017 recipient 

Kieth Tignor presents Karla with  

the 2017 Langstroth Award Plaque 



 

 

Saturday, June 16 

8:00 – 8:45 Registration 

8:45 – 9:00 Opening Remarks 

9:00 – 10:00 Tom Seeley –The Bee Colony as a 

Honey Factory 

10:00 – 10:30 State Apiarist Report 

10:30 – 11:00 Break  

11:00 - 11:15 Door Prize Drawings 

11:15 – 12:00 Business Meeting 

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch  

1:00 – 1:15 Door Prize Drawing (last one) 

1:15 – 2:15 Kirsten Traynor:  Two Million Blos-

soms: Honey for Your Health 

2:15 – 3:15 Dewey Caron 

Bee MD – The 5P’s 

3:15 – 3:45 Break – Set up workshops 

3:45 – 6:00  Workshops – 45 minutes each and 

 are each repeated 3 times 

Kirsten Traynor – The Complex Web of Colony  

Decline: What’s Killing the Bees 

Tom Seeley – The Craft of Bee Hunting  

Jessica Kern – Hive Maintenance  

as an Athletic Event  

BeeCheck 

Hannahgrams Boutique,  Hannah Davis,  (865) 806-

7813 - email: hannahgramsboutique@gmail.com. I do 

customized shirts, decals, mugs, and more, made to or-

der so everyone chooses their shirt color, design, and 

design color just the way they want it. Samples are availa-

ble to choose from.  

Imagine Plush LLC, Noor Warner, (202) 656-1658 – 

Buy a Bee, Save a Bee! D.C. 7
th
 grader designed the 

plush bee to support bee research, conservation and edu-

cation. Every bee sold directly supports her official part-

ner, The Pollinator Partnership. The bee meets all US 

safety requirements for infants and children.  Website: 

www.imagineplush.com 

G & S Apiary, Jane Schweiger, (757) 357-7393– Prod-

ucts include soaps, candles, lotions, salves and tinctures; 

early orders are accepted. Website is gsapiary.com. They 

are also on facebook. 

Unison Pottery Tile Works, Joan Gardiner (540) 554-

8473 - handmade ceramics—bee related images, mugs & 

other practical items. 

W G Bee Farm, Linda Wyatt (336) 616-2113 – jewelry, T

-shirts, bee related items 

Books & More, Frank Wyatt (336) 616-7044 – Informa-

tional books on beekeeping, recipes and uses for wax, 

and mead making. (Formerly BC Books, Bob Cole). 

Brushy Mountain, (800) 233-7929 -  Attendees may pre-

order up to 2 weeks prior to the meeting, for delivery to 

the meeting. Offering 10% discount on the order. Pick up 

orders 30 minutes prior to the start of the meeting and at 

the end of day on Friday, June 15
th
.   

Dadant, (800) 220-8325 - will take orders to be delivered 

to the meeting. Place your orders by Thursday, June 14
th
 

Pre-ordered items will be at 2017 prices. 

Deana Marion (540) 529-8671 – Macro images of bees 

and blooms in their native environment. The colorful metal 

images showcase the features of the small natural world as 

photographed in Virginia’s blooming trees and gardens.. 

Veto-Pharma, (214) 675-7464 – Products include Apivar, 

Api-Life-Var, Varroa Easy Check, Hive Alive 

Geezer Ridge, Ed Forney, (304) 702-3848, handles the 

full line of Mann Lake products. Preorder before noon , 

June 11th for free delivery to the meeting. There will also 

be deep discounts on woodenware at the meeting.  

Confirmed Vendors  for June 15 & 16, 2018 
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VSBA Summer Meeting Agenda  

Friday, June 15 

12:00 – 1:00 Registration 

1:00 – 1:15 Opening Remarks 

1:15 – 2:15 Kirsten Traynor  

Simple, Smart Beekeeping 

2: 15 – 2:30 EAS Update 

2:30 – 3:00 Break  

3:00 – 3:15 Door Prize Drawings 

3:15 – 4:15 Dewey Caron  

What the Bees Are Saying 

4:15 – 5:15 Jessica Kern: Hive Maintenance as an 

Athletic Event 

5:15 – 6:15 Tom Seeley 

Darwinian Beekeeping 

6:15 – 7:30  Dinner  

7:30 – 9:00 MBP Awards, Door Prizes,  

100
th
 Anniversary Party 

9:00 Adjourn 

http://gsapiary.com
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EARLY REGISTRATION -  POSTMARKED BY MAY 19, 2018 

Meeting -  Fri & Sat    # persons    

  Current Member $40  x ____   = $ _______   

  Expired/Non-Member $50  x ____   = $ _______ MAKE  
CHECK  

PAYABLE  

TO VSBA  

Meeting -  Fri Only      

  Current Member $35  x ____   = $ _______ 

  Expired/Non-Member $45  x ____   = $ _______ 

Meeting -  Sat Only      THANKS! 

  Current Member $35  x ____   = $ _______ 

  Expired/Non-Member $45  x ____   = $ _______ 

**FRI DINNER & SAT LUNCH - see page 2 

EARLY REGISTRATION TOTAL MEETING COST: $ _________ 

— OR — 

REGISTRATION - POSTMARKED MAY 20 - JUNE 3, 2018 

Meeting -  Fri & Sat   # persons    

  Current Member $50  x ____   = $ _______ 

MAKE  
CHECK  

PAYABLE  

TO VSBA  

  Expired/Non-Member $60  x ____   = $ _______ 

Meeting -  Friday Only     

  Current Member $45  x ____   = $ _______ 

  Expired/Non-Member $55  x ____   = $ _______ 

Meeting -  Sat Only       

  Current Member $45  x ____   = $ _______ THANKS! 

  Expired/Non-Member $55  x ____   = $ _______   

**FRI DINNER & SAT LUNCH - see page 2      

LATE REGISTRATION TOTAL MEETING COST: $ ________ 

VIRGINIA STATE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 

Summer 2018  Meeting - June 15 & 16, 2018 
Roanoke College - Campus Center, 305 Campus Lane, Salem, VA 24153 

Hosted by the Blue Ridge & Botetourt Beekeepers Clubs 

 Meeting Registration Form 

If you are registering by mail (payable only by check); or online at  https://bpt.me/3381742 (payable by credit card),  

we must receive your registration by June 3, 2018. After that date you may still register at the meeting. 

Walk-in registration is payable by cash or check only. Children 18 years and under are free but MUST register. 

First Name(s) ________________________________ Last Name ____________________________________  

Address _________________________________________________________________________________  

City _______________________   State  ______ Zip ___________   Phone __________________________  

Email  _____________________________________   Local club  ___________________________________  
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Meeting Registration Form, page 2  

         

FRIDAY DINNER & SATURDAY LUNCH ORDERS  

           

Friday Dinner  $12  x ____   = $ _______  

           

           

Saturday Lunch  $10  x ____   = $ _______  

           

$ _________ TOTAL FOOD COST:         

         

DORM LODGING - Cutoff Date for Rooms June 3, 2018  

$42 per person per day, includes room, linens & breakfast the following day  

Breakfast is in the Dining Hall  

    $42 Fri __ + $42 Sat __ x____ persons  

TOTAL LODGING COST:  $__________ 

         

VSBA MEMBER DUES      

          # years      

  Local Club Member $10  x ____   = $ _______  

  Not Local Club Member $12  x ____   = $ _______   

TOTAL DUES:  _ $ 

         

MASTER BEEKEEPER TESTING FEES 

      # persons      

  Apprentice Level $25  X ____   = $ _______  

  Journeyman Level $25  X ____   = $ _______  

  Master Level $50  X ____   = $ _______  

TOTAL TESTING FEES:          $ 

          

GRAND TOTAL (Meeting, Meals, Lodging & Testing, as applicable):     
$ _________ 

         

         

          Mail completed form and check payable to VSBA to: Rebecca Swanson 

       366 Tuckers Rd 

       Shacklefords, VA 23156 
         

Questions?? Contact Rebecca Swanson at 804-785-2093,  10 am to 10 pm or rebecca.swanson50@gmail.com 
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Virginia State Beekeepers Association Contacts 

ELECTED OFFICIALS REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES OTHER 

President  
Martha Kiene 

  

Northern Region 

Karla Eisen              703-314-8530 

State Apiarist  

Keith Tignor                  804-786-8938 

1st Vice President  
Rick Fisher                 757-620-5056  

1stvicepresidentvsba@virginiabeekeepers.org  

Northern Neck Region  
Doug Hancock        540-850-7018 

Meeting Committee       

Deb Parker                     540-222-5430   

2nd Vice President  
Deb Parker                540-222-5430   

2ndvicepresidentvsba@virginiabeekeepers.org  

Richmond Region         
Mike Crowley         804-980-6402 

Membership Coordinator 

Rebecca Swanson  

Secretary    

Bruce Hamon                     
secretaryvsba@virginiabeekeepers.org   

South Central Region   

Lucky Streich         757-403-4616  

Master Beekeeper Program  

Frank Walker                757-377-4245 

MBPvsba@virginiabeekeepers.org 

Treasurer                             
Ian Henry                  434-823-8600 
treasurervsba@gmail.com   

Southeast Region 

Rick Fisher                  757-620-5056 

 

EAS 2018                        

Pam Fisher                  757-620-0945 

EAS2018Virginia@gmail.com 

Past President             
Pam Fisher               757-620-0945 
easvp@virginiabeekeepers.org  

Southwest Region 
Lynn Berry                 276-732-4998 

 

Legislative Liaison         
Vacant 

EAS Director                
Karla Eisen               703-314-8530 

EASStateDirectorVSBA@virginiabeekeepers.org  

Western Region             
Mike Kostelac         434-964-0142 

Newsletter Editor  
Ann Zudekoff              434-660-6063 

It’s April!  That means April Fool’s,  

Easter, unpredictable  weather, and 

the BIP Colony Loss & Management Survey! 

We know it’s one of the busiest times of the year for you 

– you’re out catching swarms, picking up packages, and 

planning your next steps in the bee yard – but we hope 

that you can take the time to participate in the 12th Edi-

tion of the National Colony Loss and Management 

Survey. This year’s survey was organized in Ala-

bama by Auburn University – we’re really excited by this! 

Please take the survey now! It’s live NOW, and will close 

on April 30th. 

The survey is at http://26.selectsurvey.net/beeinformed/

TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=LMS2018 

The purpose of the Survey is to document and under-

stand long-term honey bee colony loss trends, as well as 

to correlate management practices that are associated 

with high colony survivorship. We can’t do this without 

your support! 

Please don’t complete the survey more than once. Infor-

mation about past Loss & Management Surveys, and 

the annual reports, can be found online at https://

beeinformed.org. 

Your participation in this research is voluntary, and your 

responses will be kept confidential. No personally identi-

fiable information will be disclosed in any publication or 

presentation resulting from this research. 

If you have any questions or comments, please con-

tact us at support@beeinformed.org. 

Once again thank you for your participation! 

Best regards, 

Bee Informed Partnership  
Annual Colony Loss & Management Survey 

mailto:presidentvsba@virginiabeekeepers.org
mailto:1stvicepresidentvsba@virginiabeekeepers.org
mailto:secretaryvsba@virginiabeekeepers.org
mailto:treasurervsba@gmail.com
mailto:easvp@virginiabeekeepers.org
mailto:RRsouthwestvsba@virginiabeekeepers.org
mailto:EASStateDirectorVSBA@virginiabeekeepers.org
http://app.bronto.com/t/l?ssid=9318&subscriber_id=buxlfyqljxvkuqflacueumhkgkgwbmj&delivery_id=akpmewsuprodxaspcbnctshksxlsbkc&td=92qQpwnqvL4T2TV4QwestwjjI_bSDEBRngYMq5g42WqYHHt9aRqsrOnD-3wyq3EDCm51vcKddlNHL9YFPoKxkaMASCeQweDa-a1MJI4Ero5sLwaEKdZcSjrCAWW3hd0COj
http://app.bronto.com/t/l?ssid=9318&subscriber_id=buxlfyqljxvkuqflacueumhkgkgwbmj&delivery_id=akpmewsuprodxaspcbnctshksxlsbkc&td=92qQpwnqvL4T2TV4QwestwjjI_bSDEBRngYMq5g42WqYHHt9aRqsrOnD-3wyq3EDCm51vcKddlNHL9YFPoKxkaMASCeQweDa-a1MJI4Ero5sLwaEKdZcSjrCAWW3hd0COj
http://app.bronto.com/t/l?ssid=9318&subscriber_id=buxlfyqljxvkuqflacueumhkgkgwbmj&delivery_id=akpmewsuprodxaspcbnctshksxlsbkc&td=fC3J6IN1cKjyPp84BvWTvwKWREKkQGS4v_vLJd9--_WIfNPnlS9ppY1s70EEFBgt20LdpeF3DKUr3gQxT5WNPSvFvlcWK8KfJbf_0sz03wfY5ARZXOJCeSqmTgQHqnEofB
http://app.bronto.com/t/l?ssid=9318&subscriber_id=buxlfyqljxvkuqflacueumhkgkgwbmj&delivery_id=akpmewsuprodxaspcbnctshksxlsbkc&td=fC3J6IN1cKjyPp84BvWTvwKWREKkQGS4v_vLJd9--_WIfNPnlS9ppY1s70EEFBgt20LdpeF3DKUr3gQxT5WNPSvFvlcWK8KfJbf_0sz03wfY5ARZXOJCeSqmTgQHqnEofB
mailto:support@beeinformed.org


 

 

Virginia State Beekeepers’ Association 

5771 Hill Top St. 

Crozet, VA 22932 
SSARE Grant awarded to VT’s Dr. James Wilson  

Great news! Dr. James Wilson of Virginia Tech extension has been awarded a SSARE - 

Southern Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education award for Sustainable Varroa Mite 

Management in Honey Bee Queen Production, $14,998, Virginia Tech, VA,  

Check out:  Southern SARE The BeeGroup at VT 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthSARE/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/BeeGroupatVT/?fref=mentions

